《Bullinger’s Companion Bible Notes – Ruth》(E.W. Bullinger)
Commentator

Ethelbert William Bullinger AKC (December 15, 1837 - June 6, 1913) was an Anglican clergyman, Biblical scholar, and ultradispensationalist theologian.

He was born in Canterbury, Kent, England, the youngest of five children of William and Mary (Bent) Bullinger. His family traced their ancestry back to Heinrich Bullinger, the Swiss Reformer.

His formal theological training was at King's College London from 1860-1861, earning an Associate's degree. After graduation, on October 15, 1861, he married Emma Dobson, thirteen years his senior. He later received a Doctor of Divinity degree in 1881 from Archibald Campbell Tait, Archbishop of Canterbury who cited Bullinger's "eminent service in the Church in the department of Biblical criticism."

Bullinger's career in the Church of England spanned 1861 until 1888. He began as associate curate in the parish of St. Mary Magdalene, Bermondsey in 1861, and was ordained as a priest in the Church of England in 1862. He served as parish curate in Tittleshall from 1863-1866; Notting Hill from 1866-1869; Leytonstone, 1869-1870; then Walthamstow until he became vicar of the newly established parish of St. Stephen's in 1874. He resigned his vicarage in 1888.

In the spring of 1867, Bullinger became clerical secretary of the Trinitarian Bible Society, a position he would hold till his death in 1913. Bullinger was editor of a monthly journal Things to Come subtitled A Journal of Biblical Literature, with Special Reference to Prophetic Truth. The Official Organ of Prophetic Conferences for over 20 years (1894-1915) and contributed many articles.

Introduction

Rth 
RUTH. 


THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE. 

Ruth 1:1-8. ELIMELECH""S FAMILY. THE DEPRESSION. 
Ruth 1:19-22. SYMPATHY WITH NAOMI. IN GRIEF. 
Ruth 2:1-23. BOAZ AND RUTH. 
Ruth 3:14-13. RUTH AND BOAZ. 
Ruth 4:14-17. SYMPATHY WITH NAOMI. IN JOY. 
Ruth 4:18-22. ELIMELECH""S FAMILY. THE UPLIFTING. 


TITLE , Book. For its place in the Hebrew Canon, see Appdx-1. The second of the five Megilloth, or Scrolls. Read at the Feast of Pentecost. Their order determined by the order of the feasts. Written as being necessary for the link it affords in the Genealogy of David and Christ "the son of David", Matthew 1:5-16. Placed in the Canon after Judges by the Sept. Followed by all the versions. 


Ruth. Two books with names of women:Ruth, a Gentile, marries a Hebrew husband; Esther, a Jewess, marries a Gentile husband. Two tokens that Gentiles, as such, were to be blessed only through Abraham""s seed, according to Genesis 12:3; Genesis 18:18; Genesis 22:18; Genesis 26:4. Psalms 72:17. Acts 3:25 


Ruth 1:1-18 ELIMELECH""S FAMILY. THE DEPRESSION. 
Ruth 1:1-3. Departure from Beth-lehem. 
Ruth 1:4-5. Daughters-in-law. Bereavement. 
Ruth 1:6-7. Departure for Beth-lehem. 
Ruth 1:8-18. Daughters-in-law. Colloquy. 


Ruth 1:8-18 DAUGHTERS-IN-LAW. COLLOQUY. 
Ruth 1:8-9 -. Advice to leave her. 
-, Ruth 1:9-10. Reception. Refusal of both. 
Ruth 1:11-13. Advice to leave her. 
Ruth 1:14. Reception. Refusal of Ruth. 
Ruth 1:15. Advice to leave her. 
Ruth 1:16-18. Reception. Resolve of Ruth. 


Ruth 1:19-22 SYMPATHY WITH NAOMI. GRIEF. 
Ruth 1:19 -. Beth-lehem. Arrival. 
-, Ruth 1:19. Sympathy given. 
Ruth 1:20-21. Sympathy needed. 
Ruth 1:22. Beth-lehem. Settlement. 


Ruth 2:1-23 BOAZ AND RUTH. 
Ruth 2:1. Boaz. His kindred. 
Ruth 2:2. Ruth. Purpose. 
Ruth 2:3. Departure. 
Ruth 2:4-16. Colloquy. Boaz and Ruth. 
Ruth 2:17. Ruth. Performance. 
Ruth 2:18. Return. 
Ruth 2:19-22. Colloquy. Naomi and Ruth. 
Ruth 2:23. Boaz. His maidens. 


Ruth 3:1 - Ruth 4:13. RUTH AND BOAZ. 
Ruth 3:1-12. Claim of kinsman. Asserted. 
Ruth 3:13. Promise made. 
Ruth 3:14-18. Promise waited for. 
Ruth 4:1-13. Claim of kinsman. Fulfilled. 


Ruth 4:1-13. CLAIM OF KINSMAN. FULFILLED. 
Ruth 4:1-11 -. In detail. 
-, Ruth 4:11-12. Prayer. 
Ruth 4:13. In sum. 


Ruth 4:4-17 -. SYMPATHY WITH NAOMI. IN JOY. 
Ruth 4:14-15. Blessing by women. 
Ruth 4:16. Naoimi""s joy. 
Ruth 4:17 -. Naming by women. 


- Ruth 4:17-22. ELIMELECH""S FAMILY. THE UPLIFTING. 
=Ruth 4:17. Obed, Jesse, and David. 
Ruth 4:18-21. The generations of Pharez. 
Ruth 4:22. Obed, Jesse, and David.
01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Now it came to pass in the days. Occurs five times. Always denotes impending trouble, followed by happy deliverance. Compare Genesis 14:1. Esther 1:1. Isaiah 7:1. Jeremiah 1:3. 

when the judges ruled. Doubtless, in the early days, before the sin of Jdg 1 developed the later internal disorders, and outward oppressions. 

a famine. See note on Genesis 12:10. 

country = fields. 

Verse 2
Elimelech = My God is king. 

Naomi = My pleasant one. Mahlon = Sick. 

Chilion = Pining. 

Ephrathites. Ephrath was the ancient name of Beth-lehem, where Rachel was buried (Genesis 35:19; Genesis 48:7). 

Verse 4
took them wives. Canaanitish wives forbidden (Deuteronomy 7:3, &c.), but not Moabitish wives; though a Moabite man might not enter the congregation of Jehovah. See note, Deuteronomy 23:3. 

Orpah = Hind or Fawn. 

Ruth = Beauty. Wife of Mahlon the elder. 

Verse 5
left = left survivor. 

Verse 6
return. This was in 1326, the year before the second jubilee (1325-1324). See App-50. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

visited. Compare Exodus 4:31. Psalms 132:15. Luke 1:68. 

Verse 8
as = according as. 

Verse 9
rest. Compare Ruth 3:1. A characteristic word in this Book. 

Verse 10
we will return with thee. This liberty was allowed by the laws of Khammurabi, 171-173 and 177. 

Verse 11
why . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. 

Verse 12
should say = should have said. 

Verse 13
Would . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. 

Verse 19
Beth-lehem = House of bread. 

Verse 20
them. Feminine. And the verb "call" is feminine, also, so that Naomi was addressing the women. the ALMIGHTY = Shaddai. See App-4. 

Verse 22
the Moabitess. So called five times. In Deuteronomy 23:3, it is masculine, and does not affect Ruth. 

barley harvest. Therefore at the Passover. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 3
gleaned. Compare Leviticus 19:9, Leviticus 19:10; Leviticus 23:22. Deuteronomy 24:19. 

hap. From Anglo-Saxon, good luck = happy. Hebrew "her chance chanced". Figure of speech Polyptoton. App-6. 

Verse 4
they answered. This tells of a time of peace, prosperity, and quiet. 

Verse 7
from the morning = all the morning. 

Verse 8
fast. Anglo-Saxon = steadfast: i.e. cleave to. 

Verse 10
take knowledge. Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), put for "caring for". App-6. 

stranger = foreigner. 

Verse 12
work . . . reward . . . trust. Note the order of these three words for a spiritual application. 

wings. By Figure of speech Anthropopatheia (App-6) attributed to Jehovah; denoting His tender care. 

trust = flee for refuge. Hebrew. hasah. App-69. 

Verse 13
friendly = to the heart. 

though I be not. Or, Oh that I might be. 

Verse 14
left = left thereof remaining. 

Verse 16
of purpose = on purpose. 

Verse 17
ephah. See App-51. 

Verse 20
kindness = lovingkindness. 

one of = he [is]. 

Verse 21
the Moabitess. See note on Ruth 1:4, Ruth 1:22. 

Verse 23
and of wheat harvest. Therefore near the Feast of Pentecost. This is why this book is read at that feast. See note on title. 

dwelt with. Some codices read "returned unto". Vulgate commences the next chapter with this sentence. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 2
he winnoweth. This was, and is to-day, the master"s work. His servants plowed, sowed, and reaped. 

Verse 5
unto me. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, omit these words. 

Verse 9
thy skirt = wing (with Septuagint and Vulgate) Other codices, with two early printed editions, read "wings". "Wing" put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause) for protective care. App-6. 

Verse 11
thou requirest = thou shalt say. Some codices, with Aramaean, Syriac, and Vulgate, add "unto me". 

city. Hebrew gate, put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part) for the people assembling there. 

Verse 14
one = a man. Hebrew "ish. App-14. 

Verse 15
vail = mantle or cloak, worn by all peasants; only the town-women veiling the face. Compare Isaiah 3:23. 

she went -he went. The verb is masculine. Some codices, with Syriac and Vulgate, read "she". 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
the kinsman. Hebrew. Goel = the next of kin, who has the right of redemption. See notes on Exodus 6:6, and Exodus 13:13. 

Verse 3
country = fields. 

a parcel of land = the parcel of the field. 

Verse 4
before the inhabitants = in the presence of such as are seated here. 

redeem. Hebrew. ga"al, to redeem by purchase. See Exodus 6:6, and Compare Ruth 13:13. 

thou. Hebrew text has "he". But a special various reading called Sevir (App-34), and some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "thou", which the Authorized Version seems to have followed. 

Verse 7
a man. Hebrew. "ish. App-14. A custom that grew up outside the Law. 

Verse 8
drew = plucked. 

Verse 10
from the gate = from the people of his city, "gate" being put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part) for the people wont to assemble there. App-6. 

Verse 11
be famous = proclaim a name. 

Verse 12
Pharez. Compare Genesis 38:29. Genesis 38:1 Cbron. Ruth 2:4. Matthew 1:3. 

Verse 13
bare a son. In the second jubilee year (1325-1324). 

Verse 18
these are the generations. The thirteenth occurrence, out of fourteen given in the Bible. The last in O.T. See note on p. 1. 

Pharez. The son of Judah. See App-29. Genesis 38:39. 1 Chronicles 2:4. Matthew 1:3. Luke 3:33. See the diagram for Ruth 4:21.

Verse 19
Hezron. Compare Genesis 46:12, 

Ram. Compare 1 Chronicles 2:9. 

Verse 20
Nahshon. Prince of Israel in the wilderness (1 Chronicles 2:10). Compare Numbers 1:7; Numbers 7:12; Numbers 10:14. 

Salmon. Married Rahab (Matthew 1:5). Nephew of Aaron. 

Verse 21
Boaz. Married Ruth. Compare Ruth 4:13. 

THE GENERATIONS OF PHAREZ.
Judah = Thamar
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NOTE ON "THE GENERATIONS OF PHAREZ". If Salmon married Rahab in the year of the entry into the land (1451 B.C.); and the birth of David was in 990 B.C.; then, according to the above Table of Generations, the period of 461 years is covered by only four lives; namely Salmon, Boaz, Obed, and Jesse. 


The inference therefore seems clear that, as in a Royal line it is not necessary to include every link (as it is in the case of an ordinary man), certain names are omitted in this pedigree, in order that "the generations of Pharez "may be reckoned as ten generations, to accord with the principle which we observe from Adam to Zedekiah (namely, Adam to Noah, ten; Shem to Abraham, ten; Solomon to Zedekiah twice ten). So here Pharez to David is given in ten generations. We see the same principle at work in other Tables of our LORD"S ancestry, names are omitted in order to make uniform reckonings.


For example, in Matthew 1:1-17 we have three counts of "fourteen generations"; see notes there. In Matthew 1:1, we have the whole given in two links (David and Abraham). Ruth herself is omitted in Ruth 4:17, above. 

